
Anthropology Did You Know? Radio Clip Transcripts 
 

Lewis Binford (written and narrated by Stella Simpsiridis) 

This is an anthropology "Did You Know" moment.  Lewis Binford was an American 

archaeologist known for his influential work in archaeological theory.  During the 1960s, 

he was an advocate of new archaeology.  This new archaeology came to be known as 

processual archaeology and emphasized a greater application of scientific methodologies 

in the field.  This new archaeology was considered a revolution in archaeological theory.  

But by the end of the 1960s, Binford withdrew from theoretical debates and began 

ethnographic fieldwork. This fieldwork was conducted in order to establish correlations 

between behavior and material culture. This methodology became known as  

ethnoarchaeology. 

 

But did you know? 

When he died in April 2011 at the age of 79, Lewis Binford had been married six times 

and produced over 150 publications.  His fifth wife, archaeologist Nancy Medaris Stone, 

edited Binford's last published book, Constructing Frames of References.  His last wife, 

anthropologist Amber Johnson, has said she will finish editing a book he had in progress 

at the time of his death.  For more information about anthropology, please visit the 

University of West Florida Anthropology website at www.uwf.edu/anthropology. 

 

 

Franz Boas (written and narrated by Christina Estep) 

This is an anthropology "Did You Know" moment.  Franz "Papa" Boas  was known as 

the father of American anthropology.  He created the four-field approach that is used still 

today.  This approach includes: cultural anthropology, biological anthropology, 

archaeology, and linguistics.  He argued the need to find an approach that defines the 

human species as a whole.  He believed that culture was fluid and dynamic.  He argued 

that in order to understand "what is," one had to examine them in their own context. 

 

But did you know? 

He was lonely at school, so he joined math and fencing clubs, took dancing classes, and 

attended concerts to make friends.  A fellow student officially challenged him to a 

fencing duel over a piano.  Boas emerged as the victor at the cost of losing a piece of his 

scalp. For more information about anthropology, please visit the University of West 

Florida Anthropology website at www.uwf.edu/anthropology. 

 

 

Jane Goodall (written and narrated by Stella Simpsiridis) 

This is an anthropology "Did You Know" moment.  Jane Goodall is a British 

primatologist and is considered the world's foremost authority on chimpanzees. She is 

best known for her 45 year study of the social and family interactions of wild chimps in 

Gombe Stream National Park in Tanzania.  Jane Goodall adopted a method of naming her 

subjects instead of numbering them, and has received criticism for it and has been 

accused of anthropomorphism.  In 1977, Goodall established the Jane Goodall Institute.  



The institute supports research in Gombe, and it works as a global leader in the effort to 

protect chimpanzees and their habitats. 

 

But did you know? 

In 1964 at the age of 30, Jane  became known as Baroness Jane van Lawick Goodall after 

marrying a Dutch nobleman.  Her second husband, Derek Bryceson, whom she married 

in 1975, was a member of Tanzania's Parliament and the director of the country's national 

park. Through his position, he was able to protect Goodall's research project and 

implement a tourism embargo in Gombe.  Recently, Jane became a Dame Commander of 

the Order of the British Empire, which was presented to her by Prince Charles.  For more 

information about anthropology, please visit the University of West Florida 

Anthropology website at www.uwf.edu/anthropology. 

 

 

Levi-Strauss (written and narrated by Christina Estep) 

This is an anthropology "Did You Know" moment.  Claude Levi-Strauss was a French 

cultural anthropologist who founded the theory of structuralism.  He argues that the 

savage mind had the same structures as the civilized mind and that all human 

characteristics are the same everywhere.  He viewed cultures as symbolic systems of 

communication.  His goal with structuralism was to organize data into the most simplest 

forms. 

 

Structuralism refers to the universal patterns of thought in all forms of human activity.  

Levi-Strauss argues that the human mind operates on universal logic of dualities, or 

binary oppositions, that create social meaning like male versus female or life versus 

death.  He died in Paris on October 30, 2009 at the age of 100. 

 

But did you know? 

In 1942, Levi-Strauss had  lunch with Franz Boas in New York, when Boas had  a heart 

attack and died in his arms.  It is rumored that Boas passed on the light of anthropological 

knowledge to Levi-Strauss.  So the mystery is, who was in the room with Levi-Strauss 

when he died?  Who was the person to receive the light or the beacon of anthropological 

knowledge?  For more information about anthropology, please visit the University of 

West Florida Anthropology website at www.uwf.edu/anthropology. 

 

 

Margaret Mead (written by Linda Hoang and narrated by Jack Boughner) 

This is an anthropology "Did You Know" moment.  Margaret Mead was an American 

cultural anthropologist well-known for her influential and controversial work concerning 

sexuality in her book Coming of Age in Samoa, which became a major cornerstone of the 

Women's Liberation Movement of the 1960s.  

  

But did you know? 

Mead's radical viewpoints concerning particular aspects of American society came under 

scrutiny in 1969 when Claude Kirk, then-governor of Florida, referred to Mead as a 

"dirty old lady," in response to her congressional testimony in which she supported the 



decriminalization of marijuana.  Interestingly, she also co-founded the                        

Para-psychological Association, a group advocating for the advancement of 

parapsychology, which includes the fields of telepathy and psychokinesis.  Mead passed 

away November 15th, 1978 of pancreatic cancer.  Her most famous quote, "Never doubt 

that a small group of committed people can change the world.  Indeed, it is the only thing 

that ever has" was featured in the 2006 Nickelback music video "If Everyone Cared."  

For more information about anthropology, please visit the University of West Florida 

Anthropology website at www.uwf.edu/anthropology. 

  

 

Clyde Snow (written by Linda Hoang and narrated by Jack Boughner) 

This is an anthropology "Did You Know" moment.  Clyde Snow is a distinguished 

American forensic anthropologist.  While working at the Federal Aviation 

Administration's Civil Aeromedical Institute in Oklahoma City, he redesigned seat 

restraints and escape systems for commercial aircraft to improve public safety.  He also 

investigated how passengers died in airplane crashes and used his knowledge to identify 

the remains of crash victims.   

  

But did you know? 

Although he has worked on many high-profile cases that include the identification of the 

remains of  a Nazi war criminal, a scout from the battle of Little Bighorn, and the victims 

of serial killers John Wayne Gacy and the Green River Killer, his most influential work 

has been on numerous human rights projects concerning mass graves in Guatemala, 

Argentina, Yugoslavia, and many other countries.  Snow's work has resulted in the 

convictions of the leaders and government officials responsible for these tragedies.  Most 

recently, his efforts in Guatemala have helped to expose the deaths of thousands of 

indigenous Mayans, the result of the Guatemalan Civil War that occurred between 1960 

and 1996.  His work helped to indict former President of Guatemala, Jose Rios Montt, for 

genocide and crimes against humanity on January 14, 2012.  For more information about 

anthropology, please visit the University of West Florida Anthropology website at 

www.uwf.edu/anthropology. 

 

 


